
   
 

   
 

Summer Reading Lists 
2023-24 School Year 

 

Welcome to Summer Reading! 

Attached you will find grade level specific summer reading criteria as well as some general 
guidelines that may assist you and your child with their book selection(s). 

Reading is one of the most important things your child can do each day to help him or her 
succeed in school. However, if your child is not reading books at their own level (i.e., the book is 
too difficult) then they are defeating the purpose of reading at all.  Please look over the tips 
below on how to help your child find a "Just Right" book and how to help your child enjoy reading 
over the summer: 

• Have your child use the "five finger test" to see if the vocabulary is just right. (Your child 
reads one whole page from the middle of the book and counts the number of words he or 
she stumbles on and doesn't know. If it is more than five it is too hard. If he or she gets 
them all or misses only one or two the book is just right.)  

• Help your child look through the book for the size of the print and the number of pictures 
— these should be similar to other books your child has successfully read. 

• Encourage your child to read the back cover or inside flap of the book before he or she 
begins reading the book to determine whether the book would be interesting — it is ok to 
abandon a book occasionally, but not every week!  

• Check out the online Scholastic Book Wizard. You can type in a title and it will tell you the 
level as well as suggest other titles at that same level or at a grade level higher. 

• Remember that above grade level books may have inappropriate content. You will have to 
screen them. 

• Have a summer book club. Gather some kids and have them read the same book. Gather 
afterwards for discussion and fun.  

• If you cannot get a group together, try getting two copies of the same books and reading it 
with your child. That way you can have great discussions with your child.   

http://www.scholastic.com/bookwizard/?esp=CORPHP/ib/////NAV/Teachers/QLinks/BookWizard////


   
 

   
 

Happy Reading! 
 

 

 

Read Read Read all of the time. 

Read 
Read  
Read 

Read all that you can, 
Read and grow as a reading fan 

Read a mystery, a fable, a fantasy or two, 
Read your morning cereal box if you have nothing to do. 

Read a book full of jokes when you are feeling sad, 
Read a book with a happy ending if you feel a little mad. 

Read about the animals, dinosaurs and outer space, 
Read to discover how things work all over the place. 

Read about heroes, saints, inventors or plants, 
Read to learn about snakes, insects and ants.  
Read to your mother, sister, brother or dad. 

Read to your pets if they look a little sad. 
Read a poem or a mother goose rhyme. 

  



   
 

   
 

 Grade 1 Summer Reading List  
 
 
Name: ______________________________________________________  
 
Each child going into first grade is required to read 8 books (or have 8 books read to him/her) this 
summer. A list of titles and authors is included or you can check out the websites provided. These 
are suggested books, any grade appropriate books or other books by the same authors are 
acceptable. Please keep a list of the dates, titles, and authors using the reading logs provided. 
Choose one of the books and fill in the Book Report Section attached. Bring both sheets to school 
on the first day.  
 
Happy reading adventures this summer! Read as much as you can! 
 

 
My Summer Reading Record  

 
 Date Title Author 

1.    

2.    

3.    

4.    

5.    

6.    

7.    

8.    

 



   
 

   
 

Series Suggestions:  
Clifford Series by Norman Bridwell, Magic Tree House Series by Mary Pope Osbourne, Biscuit Series by 
Alyssa Satin Capucilli, Cam Jansen Series by David Adler, Henry and Mudge Series by Cynthia Rylant 
Title Suggestions (any titles by): 
Dr. Seuss, Jan Brett, Eric Carle, Kevin Henkes, Laura Numroff, Mo Willems 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Name:_________________________________________                            

Summer Book Report 
Choose one book for your report 

 

Title: 
 
Author: 
 

Draw a picture of your favorite character 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
 

   
 

Draw a picture or write a sentence about your favorite part. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


